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Divinity of Christ. 'A third will say. It is necessary to
believe in the Resurrection. Whether or no these beliefs,
any or all of them, be necessary to the character of a
Christian now, we may assert with absolute confidence
that they were not required of the first followers of
Christ, and further, that most of them had never occurred
to their minds. Nothing could suggest to them the Re-
surrection of Christ until he began darkly to prophesy of
it to his most intimate disciples; and when he did so they
listened, we are told, with bewilderment and incredulity.
So far from regarding the cross of Christ as the basis of a
reconciliation between God and man, they would have
listened with horror to the suggestion that their Master
was destined to such a death. The Divinity of his person
might indeed occur to some of those who witnessed his
miraculous works, but it was certainly not generally
received in the society, for we find Christ pronouncing a
solemn blessing upon Peter for being the first to arrive at
the conclusion that he was the Messiah. It appears, then,
that so long as their Master was with them the creed of
the first Christians was of the most unformed and elemen-
tary character. To the ordinary belief of their age and
country they added nothing except certain vague con-
ceptions of the greatness of the new Prophet, whom the
less advanced regarded as likely before long to establish
a new royal dynasty at Jerusalem, while others of greater
penetration regarded him as a new Moses and a divinely
commissioned reformer of the law. It is clear, then, that
those who consider an elaborate creed essential to the
Christian character must pronounce Christ's first disciples -
utterly unworthy to bear the name of Christians. But
to this such persons may answer that the first disciples